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UFO expert uncovers -u.Sl deceit 
By Pat Hampton 
Oi•potclt StoH R_,.,. 

Once-secret documents prove 
the U.S. government has tried to 
discredit UFO sightings to "mini­
mize concern and potential pan-: 
ic,'' a UFO expert said yesterday. 

''I'm not condemning the pow­
rrs-that-be, hut I am challenging 
their right to continue this decep-
tion," Robcrt Basting!�, 36, said. 

"Virtually all nuclear 
facilities have at one 
time or· another been 
visited by crafts and 
have been observed." 

"My specialty is getting mili- SINCE 1973, Hastings has de-
tary reports of UFO sightings voted himself to pulling ore the 
from 19·17 to the presrnt day." shroud of secrecy the government 

Hastin gs' 90 -minute slide placed over UFO sightings. Docu­
show, "UFOs: The llirlden His• ments he has acquired show Right­
tory," can be st'en at 8 p.m. Mon- ings in 1966, 1967 and 1975 over 
day in the \Vr.st nallroom of the nuclear facilities were common, 
Ohio State University· Student he said. 
tlnion. lie has lecturp(j sinr.e 1981 · "Virtually all nuclear facilities 
about a llOVt'rnmr.nt cuver-up of have at ono time or another been 
tJFOs. Hastin�s sharu once-clas- vi!lited by crafu and have been 
sificd CIA, Fnl and Air Force observed. 

· 

documrnts nhout sightings ob- "For a tO-day period in 1975, 
tained under the Freedom of In- they were both seen by sPcurity 
formation Act. personnel and tracked hy radnr 

near Strategic Air Command 
UFOS CAUGIIT his attention ba!les ovt>r nuclear-related facili­when he was involved in a sight- ties," he said. 

ing in late 1967. CIA memos dated 1950 and 
"My father was in the Air 1952explain motives for di!lcredit­Force stationed nt 1\talmstrom ing UFO sightings, Hastings said. Air Force nase nP.ar Great Falls, If such unexplained craft were 'lont.," lla!!tings sn'd. "I was admitted to exist, for example, thl're visiting in the control tower U.S. citizens would consider the wht>n five lJFOs showed up on country vulnerable. 

rnultiplt' rarl:u scopes. 
"They were !loin� things es- TilE CIA document suggests 

sentially that helicopters and jets assembling a secret research com­
cnn't do, both accelerating at ex- mittee to investigate UFO sight­
tremt'ly high rates of spt'cd, then ings and planning a misinforrna­
hovr.ring in the air. It lasted for tion campaign to make the public 
about half an hour." believe there was nothing to the 

Two jets were sent to investi- phenomena. 
l!nte, llastings !laid, but the ob- Other documents show that in 
jects "went !ltraight up at plus or 1953 the CIA "did just that, using 
minus ·1,ROO mph" when the jelll the mass media to plant the orfi­
approached. cial line to minimize concern and 

..... L.,ter I learned that they potential panic," he said. 
were hovering over nuclear silos Other governments have ad-
in th.- !!Outheast portion of the mitted sightings, Hastings said. 
h:\Se." "In 197�!.-Fr�nce reversed a 

longstanding policy of secrecy and they were real and the least objcc­
announced to the French public tionable explanat.ion was they 
that it had had a secret group; :were exlraterrestr•al. . 
studying UFOs since the early· · "The Western media includ-
1950s, and that it took them seri-; ing the New York Time�. picked 
ously." · right up on it, and the lid went 

IN THE LATE 1950!1, the gov­
ernments of Brazil and Argentina 
relt!ascd several photos and re­
ports of flying, disc-shaped ob­
jects, he said. 

"The Soviet Union has been 
\·cry tight-lipped with the excep­
tion of 1967 when several scien­
tists from the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences published papers on 
UFOs, saying the consensus was 

back on." 
Public UFO !li ghtings and ac­

cess to government reports about 
them are in a lull, llastings said. 
"ny executive order, (President) 
Reagan has exempted the CIA 
from Freedom of Information re-
quesu," he said. . 

"And the sightings come in 
waves, with the last wave in late 
1978 and early 1979." 


